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of your correspondent would be quoted against me, as
proof that I was wrong.

[J.F.C.]

TO RICHARD COOPER, COOPERSTOWN

Paris, May 25th, 1831.
My dear Dick,

Your aunt has just received a letter from Mrs.
Pomeroy, which contains the following sentence. "Rich-
ard has an office, etc., etc.; he is very steady and of excel-
lent morals and is greatly beloved by us all." This is so
good a character, coming as it does from a very rigid
moralist, that I cannot permit the occasion to go by with-
out expressing the gratification it has given me. You live
in a country in which any man of your capacity and edu-
cation can make his way honorably and fairly to distinc-
tion, and I sincerely hope, as I believe, that your future
career will do no discredit to your early promise.

News from the valley at the foot of Otsego is not so
uncommon an occurrence as you may imagine, in your
retirement. Mr. Morse brought us direct intelligence
from you about a year since, and there was a Mr. Prall
in Rome, who appeared to be very conversant with the
interests of the younger part of your little circle. It is odd
enough that I had a visit, when in Tuscany, from an
officer of one of our frigates who told me he was born in
Cooperstown. This is probably the first male native who
ever found his way into Italy, for you will remember
that I am a Jersey-man born, and both William and Paul
are New Yorkers.

Our European visit is nearly ended. I should have
come home this summer were it not for the educations of
your cousins. Susan, who is now a fine young woman of
